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THY WILL BE DONE 


... further thoughts from the 
editor on Christian giving 

“What have you that you did not 
receive? If then you received it, why 
do you boast as if it were nota gift?” 
(17 Cor.4:7). These words, addressed 
to the Christians in first-century 
Corinth, may serve to remind us of 
the first in our series, in which it was 
stated that 

Unless and until we /earn properly to 
receive from our gracious Father in 
heaven by recognising Him as the 
Giver, and willingly receive with 
gratitude the gifts He chooses to give 
us, we will find it difficult to enjoy 
Christian giving to the Church for its 
mission and education programme, 
to public charities, or any other 
worthwhile cause. /n receiving from 
God's hand we should pray ‘Thy Will 
be Done’. 


St. Paul, who wrote the Letter to the 
Corinthians in which he challenged 
the Christians to acknowledge they 
had received as a gift all that they 
had, never hesitated to make it clear 
that it was so in his own life. When he 
was writing to the Galatians, defend- 
ing his position as an apostle of 
Jesus Christ, he mentioned three 
significant facts: 1) “when he who 
had set me apart before | was born, 
and 2) had called me through his 
grace, 3) was pleased to reveal his 
Son to me, in order that | might 
preach him among the Gentiles’ 
(Gal.1:15-16). St. Paul never thought 
of himself as a self-made apostle. 


Nor did he think that he was an 
apostle for his own sake. The list of 
places he visited where he estab- 
lished Christian congregations, later 
to re-visit many of them ‘‘to see how 
they are” (Acts 15:36), as well as the 
number of letters he wrote, are 
evidence of the truth of his word ‘For 
necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me 
if | do not preach the gospel” 
(1 Cor.9: 16). 
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We would say that St. Paul was no 
ordinary Christian. He was one of the 
select few whom our Lord Jesus 
Christ chose to be His apostles. 
However, he pictures for us a fine 
example of giving on the part of 
ordinary Christians when he tells of 
the Macedonians: ‘For in a severe 
test of affliction, their abundance of 
joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of liberality 
on their part. For they gave according 
to their means, as | can testify, and 
beyond their means, of their own free 
will, begging us earnestly for the 
favour of taking part in the relief of 
the saints — and this, not as we 
expected, but first they gave them- 
selves to the Lord and to us by the 
will of God” (2 Cor.8:2-5). 


We notice that in their giving, ‘‘the 
will of God” played the important 
part. Because these Christians under- 
stood themselves to belong to God, 
they were moved to see that the 
blessings the gracious Father in 
heaven had given them (small 
though the material gifts they had 
received apparently were), should be 
used the way He wanted them used. 
They were informed of need, and 
they wanted to help alleviate that 
need. 


This is not to suggest that the 
motive for their giving was the need 
of the saints in Jerusalem, because 
they could have given for that need 
without first giving themselves to the 
Lord. In everyday life, unbelievers 
have given large sums of money to 
various charities. | remember some 
years ago when | was being served 
by the proprietor of a shop, his assist- 
ant came to him to say that a woman 
fromachurch had come to collect for 
a charitable purpose. His response 
was ‘’Give her ten shillings from the 
till."” Although not wishing to credit 
him with a questionable motive, | am 
convinced his purpose was not to 
give because God wanted it, but to 
make sure the woman would go 
away. 


“What have you that you did not 


receive?”” In material things, two 
people may have received almost 
identical amounts. But if one of the 
two is a Christian and the other is not, 
the Christian is by far the wealthier, 
because not only has he the same as 


the other in material things, but he 
' also has the conviction that all he has 


received came to him from the hands 
of a gracious God, who loved him 
and gave His Son into death for the 
world. The God who would not spare 
His own Son but gave him up for us 
all, ‘will he not also give us all things 
with him?” (Rom.8:32). 


To the degree that the Christian is 
convinced of this truth, to the same 
degree is he prepared to give for the 


Lord’s work. It has been correctly 
said that a person cannot give any 
more than his faith allows. When by 
the Holy Spirit’s working in him he 
believes, as St. Paul did, that ‘‘God 
will supply every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in 
Jesus Christ’ (Phi/.4:79), then that 
Christian will say, when considering 
his gifts for the Church's programme 
of missions and education — in short, 
proclaiming the Gospel of Christ 
Crucified and Risen — “Thy will 
be done.” 


... to be continued. 


THESES ON PRINCIPLES AND 
PROCEDURES RELATING TO WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE IN THE CHURCH 


The first 11 of the theses adopted by 
the 1984 Synod of the ELCE appeared 
in the previous issue of the British 
Lutheran. The remaining 12 are pre- 
sented here. 


ORDINATION OF WOMEN TO THE 
PUBLIC MINISTRY 

Thesis Twelve: We affirm the Scrip- 
tural prohibition against the calling 
and ordaining of women to the office 
of the public ministry (7 Cor. 14:34-40, 
71 Tim. 2:11-14, 1 Tim. 3:1-2; see 
Appendix |). 


THE ROLE AND FUNCTION OF 
WOMEN IN GOD’S ORDER 

Thesis Thirteen: We affirm the Scrip- 
tural teaching that in the church 
women are to be subordinate (7 Cor. 
14:34, 1 Tim. 2:11-14). 


Thesis Fourteen: This subordination 
does not imply inferiority, but refers 
to a difference of role and function of 
men and women which goes back to 
creation itself (before the Fall (7 Cor. 
77:8), and which, when observed, 


brings blessing and fulfilment to 
both (Ge. 2:78-24, 1 Pet. 3:7, Rom. 
(Petes, i) (Cole Wes Wei ah tae 
5:2-16; see thesis 22). 


Thesis Fifteen: We affirm the Scrip- 
tural teaching that women are under 
the headship of men (7 Cor. 17:8-9; 
see thesis 6), and some _ conse- 
quences of this teaching for church 
life are that in the church 1) women 
are not to teach publicly (7 Cor. 
14:34-5, 1 Tim 2:12; see theses 9 to 
11) and 2) women are not to exercise 
authority over men (7 Tim. 2:12). 
Women, in summary, are not to take 
the role and function which God has 
assigned to men. 


THE ROLE AND FUNCTION OF MEN 
IN GOD’S ORDER 

Thesis Sixteen: We affirm the Scrip- 
tural teaching that men are to exer- 
cise headship, and not surrender it 
(Rom. 12:6, 1 Cor. 7:20, Eph. 5:25-33, 
Col. 3:18-24, 1 Pet. 4:10). 
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SECULAR CONFUSION AND 
REJECTION OF THESE ROLES AND 
FUNCTIONS 

Thesis Seventeen: We condemn 
such secular attitudes and pressures 
which confuse or even reject such 
roles and functions ordained by God, 
as, for example 1) that the roles and 
functions of men and women within 
the church should be decided on the 
basis of what appears to be practi- 
cable in our day (see thesis 1), and 2) 
that the roles and functions of men 
and women within the church should 
be decided on the basis of what are 
thought to be the rights of men and 
women (see thesis 2). 


Thesis Eighteen: We reject the 
secular idea that the Scriptural ordi- 
nances (7 Cor. 14:34-40, 1 Tim. 2:11- 
14, etc.) are merely the customs 
and prejudices of the New Testament 
writers, because 1) St. Paul appeals 
to the law (7 Cor.14:34) and 
commandment (7 Cor. 14:37) of God, 
and 2) the directions given by St. Paul 
may well have been contrary to the 
Gentile customs of his day. Accord- 
ingly just as it is inappropriate to 
determine the questions of the 
ordination of women (despite 7 Cor. 
14:34-40 and 7 Tim. 2:11-14) and of 
the inclusion of the phrase ‘and 
obey” in the rites of Holy Matrimony 
(despite 7 Pet. 3:6) on the basis of 
such secular attitudes as those 
alluded to in theses 17 and 18, so also 
is it inappropriate to determine 
questions of women’s role in the 
church on the basis of such secular 
attitudes (see thesis 1). 


THE BLESSINGS OF GOD’S ORDERS 
Thesis Nineteen: Above all, we 
affirm and teach the positive blessing 
promised by God in His orders. There 
is no neutrality with respect to God or 
His acts. St. Paul, for instance, warns 
that the Blessed Sacrament, if it is not 
properly used, becomes a curse 
which works to the person’s harm 
(1 Cor. 11:27-32). Thus it is with 
respect to all the gifts which God has 
given to man (Matt. 13:10-17, Luke 
12:16-21, John 3:19, 9:39-41, Acts 
8:13-32, Gal. 5:19-21, Eph. 5:5-6 
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1 Pet. 1:25 cf. Rev. 2:16). Contrary to 
all secular ideas, we have a prophetic 
message from God about the proper 
relationships between man_ and 
woman in Christ. 


VOTING IN CHURCH ASSEMBLIES 

Thesis Twenty: God has charged the 
office of the public ministry with the 
spiritual and doctrinal oversight of 
the churches (Acts 6:2-4, 20—28, 
1 Tim. 4:11-16 2 Tim. 4:1-5, Tit. 
2:1-10, Heb. 13:17). However, He has 
also conferred upon the universal 
priesthood of all believers the duty 
and obligation of passing judgement 
on doctrine (Matt. 7:15-16, John 10:5, 
Acts 17:11, 1 Cor. 10:15, 1 Thess. 5:21, 
1 John 4:1, 2 John 10-17), and for this 
reason such matters are validly con- 
sidered and acted upon in congre- 
gational and synodical assemblies. 


DECISION MAKING IN THE CHURCH 
Thesis Twenty-One: While Scripture 
insists that the church is to be ruled 
by the word and example of Christ 
and His apostles, it does not lay 
down precise directions concerning 
the mechanism of the decision- 
making process in the church (Matt. 
28:20, John 8:31, Acts 2:42, 2 Cor. 
§:20, Gal. 1:8-12, 2 Tim. 3:14-17). 
However, the apostolic church gives 
us two examples of how particular 
decisions were arrived at, namely, 
that after discussion, a consensus 
was reached under the leadership of 
the apostles and pastors (Acts 15: 1-26, 
6:2-5). \t is not clear whether the 
reaching of the consensus involved 
the formal taking of votes.’ In any 
case, the fact that Scripture empha- 
sises in each of these two instances 
that a consensus was reached pro- 
vides a compelling example for 
decision-making in the church today. 
Care should be taken that the con- 
cerns of the minority are not simply 
ignored. 


Thesis Twenty Two: Furthermore, in 
the decision-making process within 
the church care must be taken not to 
violate the teaching authority of the 
office of the public ministry (see 
thesis 10) or the headship of men 
(see thesis 15). 


Those who are called to the office of 
the public ministry must take care 
that their teaching conforms to the 
teaching of Scripture (7 Tim. 4:73, 
2 Tim. 3:14-4:2, Tit. 1:9), and that 
they do not abuse the authority of 
their office by coercing the assembly 
with injunctions beyond those actu- 
ally contained in Scripture (Matt. 15:9, 
1 Tim. 4:16, Tit. 2:1, Rev. 22:18, Deut. 
18:20, Jer. 23:31). Likewise the laity 
must take care that they submit to the 
authority of the teaching office of the 
public ministry, and that they do not 
knowingly or unknowingly despise 
the authority of this office (Heb. 
VECO OH Vina, CPP 
Matt. 23:2-3). Similarly, in the 
decision-making process within the 
church, men must take care to exer- 
cise responsible headship as ex- 
plained in theses 5, 7 and 16. 
Correspondingly, women must take 
care that they submit to the headship 
of men, and that they do not know- 
ingly or unknowingly despise this 
headship (see theses 13 and 15). 


Those who have oversight of the 
decision-making process within the 
church have an obligation to see that 
all things be done decently and in 
good order (7 Cor. 14:40). For ex- 
ample, chairmen have a responsibility 
to conduct meetings in such a way as 
to prevent as far as possible the 
occurrence of the abuses mentioned 
in this thesis. If such abuses occur, 
they must be corrected in an orderly 
Christian manner (Gal. 6:1-2, Jas. 
§:19-20). Pastors and elders have 
special responsibilities in this matter. 
Particularly is this the case where 
doctrinal issues are involved (7 Cor. 
1:10, Phil. 1:27-2:2). 


Thesis Twenty Three: Should a 
situation arise in the decision- 
making process within the church 
(despite best endeavours to follow 
the admonitions contained in thesis 
22) in which it is being maintained 
that the authority of the office of the 
public ministry or the headship of 
men is being despised in a particular 
instance, every effort should be 
made to reach a consensus (2 Cor. 


13:11, Matt. 18:15-20; see thesis 21). 
If itis found to be impossible to reach 
a consensus, a decision should be 
deferred. IIf it is not possible to defer 
a decision, then an orderly Christian 
solution would be that those who feel 
that the authority of the office of the 
ministry or the headship of men is 
not being despised should neverthe- 
less yield, lest the authority of the 
office of the ministry or the headship 
of men be compromised (Eph. 5:27). 


Footnote: 

(thesis twenty one) It is not at all certain 
that the Greek Word used (Acts 14:23 and 
2 Cor. 8:19) implies the taking of a vote. 


APPENDIX | 


WOMEN’S SERVICE IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


Although the New Testament has no 
example of women who exercised an 
independent ministry, it does pro- 
vide examples of the kind of service 
women may render in the church. 


For instance, prominence is given in 
the New Testament to Elizabeth, the 
mother of John the Baptist (Luke 
1:5-24, 36-45, 57-66) and to Mary, the 
mother of the Lord (Matt. 1:78-25, 
Luke 1:26-56, 2:1-517). St. Paul com- 
mends the example of faith and piety 
of Lois and Eunice inthe home (7 Jim. 
1:5, Acts 16:1, 2 Tim. 3:14-15). 

The New Testament also records 
individual acts of piety on the part of 
women: (Mark 12:41-44, Luke 21:1-4 
— the widow's mite; Matt. 26:6-73, 
Mark 14:3-9, Luke 7:36-50, John 
12:1-8 — anointing of Jesus; Luke 
8:1-3 — providing for Jesus and His 
disciples; Luke 10:38-42 — Mary and 
Martha; Matt. 27:55-6, Mark 15:47 — 
witnessing the placing of Jesus in the 
tomb; Matt. 28:1, Mark 16:1, Luke 
24:1, John 20:1 — the women who 
went to the tomb to anoint the body 
of Jesus). Likewise Tabitha served 
her fellow believers (Acts 9:36-43) 
and Lydia provided for the misssion- 
ary party of the apostle Paul (Acts 
16:14-15, 40). St. Paul indicates that 
women of mature faith are uniquely 
qualified to teach and to be examples 
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especially to the younger women 
(Tit. 2:3-5). Women were also granted 
revelations by God (Luke 2:36-8 — 
Anna the prophetess; Acts 27:8-9 — 
the daughters of Philip the evangelist; 
Matt. 28:7-10, Mark 16:7, 9-11, John 
20:17 — the first carriers of the good 
news of Jesus’ resurrection; 7 Cor. 
77:5 — women prophesying)/. 

There were also women whoassisted 
St. Paul directly in the work of 
proclaiming the Gospel (Acts 78:2, 
18, 24-6, Rom. 16:3, 1 Cor. 16:19, 2 
Tim. 4:19 — Priscilla, the wife of 
Aquilla; Rom. 16:1-2 — Phoebe). 


APPENDIX II 
THE OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC 
MINISTRY 


“The office of the Keys is the peculiar 
church power which Christ has given 
to His church on earth to forgive the 
sins of penitent sinners, but to retain 
the sins of the impenitent, as long as 


Our Saviour, Fareham 

Playgroup continues in strength, 
with many children attending Sun- 
day School... “All God’s Children 
Have Gifts” is the subject of the 
pastor’s presentation, to introduce 
individual Bible Study ... Pastor and 
Mrs. Don Heyne (The Revd. Karl Fry’s 
supervisor during In-Service Train- 
ing in Australia) preached at Our 
Saviour when ona visit tothe U.K.... 
Two Bible Study groups plan to 
become involved in a “Crossways 
Study Programme” from the Lutheran 
Church of Australia. 


St. Columba, East Kilbride 

Congregation purchases used tele- 
vision for showing Christian videos, 
which are available from a local dis- 
tributor on a donation basis (the 
distributor also offers use of video 
player on same basis)... New adult 
Information Class begins with several 
members joining for a_ refresher 
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FROM THE TAMAR 
TO THE CLYDE 


they do not repent.” (Luther’s Small 
Catechism, CPH St. Louis, 1943; John 
20:22-3). 


This office is exercised privately by 
every believer (e.g. in the declaring of 
the Gospel: Matt. 28:16-20, Mark 
16:15-16, Acts 8:4, 1 Pet 2:9; or in 
mutual forgiveness: Matt. 5:23-4 
6:14, 18:15-22, John 20:22-3, Gal. 
6:1-2, Jas. 5:76). 


It is also exercised publicly by the 
called and ordained servants of the 
Word (e.g. in the Words of Absol- 
ution, ‘Upon this your confession, |, 
by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | 
forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen.” Acts 20:28, 
1 Cor. 4:1, 2 Cor. 2:10, Eph. 4:10-12). 


course...A local chartered surveyor 
employed to assess the Church roof 
problems with a view to appropriate 
repairs. 


Luther-Tyndale/St. Pauls 

Kentish Town/Borehamwood 
Following the pastor’s acceptance of 
the Call to serve St. Peters, Plymouth, 
discussions are under way regarding 
the months ahead. . . Dialogue Evan- 
gelism continues strongly ... Family 
85 outreach at Borehamwood shows 
encouraging signs... the programme 
will conclude with the Family 85 
Camp in August... Church building 
improvement plans at St. Pauls 
advance slowly... suitable tenants 
found for Borehamwood parsonage. 


St. Timothys, Sunderland 

Dialogue Evangelism group formed 
and has started visits... two car- 
loads of members attend ELCE Master 
Plan Conference in Sheffield April 
20th ... Youth have sponsored clean- 


up of Church property, the proceeds 
going to the purchase of a swing fora 
centre for mentally handicapped chil- 
dren and the surplus to the centre’s 
mini-bus project... Youth have 
started making banners for each 
season of the Church year... Ladies 
Guild continue to work toward the 
purchase of an electric typewriter for 
the Church. 


Christ Church, Petts Wood 
Youth present their Gospel Puppet 
Show at Allhallows, Sunbury, in 


News from our Churches 


May... “Saturday Breakaway” con- 
tinues on a monthly basis as a follow- 
up to last year’s Holiday Bible School, 
as an outreach to children in the 
neighbourhood... five children of 
one family baptised June 23rd, 
Sinead, Rebecca, Donna, James and 
Lindsay Staples, ages 14 to 6... 
Lutheran Choir from Houston, Texas, 
in England to take part in the Inter- 
national Church Choir Festival in 
Coventry Cathedral, give a concert at 
Christ Church on July 4th. 


Young people at the Master Plan Conference April 20th. Front row, officers of the 
Luther League of Great Britain include Chairman Timothy Rakow (centre) 
Vice-Chairman Daniel Brammeier and Secretary Anette Smith. 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

In response to correspondence from the 
Barnes Conference, the Council gave 
|Support to the re-activisation of the 
Salary Review Committee by appointing 
three members to replace those no 
longer able to serve. The new members 
are Mr. R. Bryant from Good Shepherd, 
Coventry, The Revd. H. Leed from St. 
Timothys, Sunderland, and Mr. P. 
Kerley from St. Andrews, Ruislip. The 
committee will examine matters left out- 
standing when the committee last 
reported to Synod. 


MASTER PLAN CONFERENCE 
Meeting at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 
Sheffield, on Saturday 20 April, more 


than 70 from all ELCE congregations 
heard a presentation on the health of the 
body — the Body of Christ — when 
spiritual gifts of members of that Body 
are recognised and used. Mrs. Eileen 
Smith and Mr. Peter Kerley were the 
presenters. 


In another session, Mr. David Mould 
described how Dialogue Evangelism 
had been introduced and carried out 
over two 16-week periods at Allhallows 
in Sunbury. DE needs to be in the setting 
of a congregation aware of its responsi- 
bility to witness, Mr. Mould said. An 
annual ‘‘Witness Workshop’ is planned. 
He spoke of joys and “‘successes,”’ as 
well as pitfalls to be avoided in DE. 
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CPH Ltd. TO CONTINUE 
Anticipating severe trading losses 
during 1985, due to the recession in 
general and the adverse rate of exchange 
(£to $), the Board of Concordia Publish- 
ing House Limited at its March meeting 
decided to call an Extraordinary General 
Meeting of the Company for April 27th, 
to decide on the resolution “that the 
Company be wound up voluntarily. . .”’ 
Members of the Company who are the 
official delegates to the Annual ELCE 
Synod, debated the resolution for more 
than two hours. In the debate it was 
shown that the trading losses would be 
considerably less than expected, and the 
value of CPH Ltd. in reaching people 
with the printed Word (people who 
would not otherwise be reached by our 
Church) was emphasised. Members of 
the Company were convinced that 
Concordia should continue its work 
even if the Church had to assist with 
premises. Voting resulted in a majority 
of 26 to 6 to defeat the resolution, and 
thus stating clearly that Concordia 
should continue its work. 


Upon the resignation of all members of 
the Board, members of the Company 
elected Mr. A. W. Jeynes as Chairman, 
Mr. G. Newman as Secretary, together 
with Mr. M. Covington and The Revd. 
Roland Fry to serve as the Board until 
the next Annual General Meeting to be 
held at Synod, 20-21 September. The 
new Board was encouraged to work 
closely with the ELCE Executive Coun- 
cil to find/build premises which would 
be owned by the ELCE for Con- 
cordia’s use. 


LWLGB RALLY/CONVENTION 

Having supported one Home and one 
Foreign Project, as well as Westfield 
House for a number of years, giving 
£100 for each, members of the Lutheran 
Women’s League of Great Britain 
agreed at their Convention 11-12 May at 
Allhallows, Sunbury-on-Thames, to 
support two Foreign and two Home 
Projects, as well as the annual gift to 
Westfield Housé. They agreed further 
that the amount for the Foreign Projects 
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be £200 each, and for the Home Projects 
and Westfield House be £150 each. 
Book Tokens for men ordained to the 
ministry of the ELCE were increased to 
£15. Foreign Projects for 1985 are to 
Lutheran Churches in Mexico and 
Portugal; Home Projects are to St. Pauls 
Lutheran Church, Borehamwood, for 
building improvement, and to the 
Student Aid Fund of Westfield House. 


Election results at the Convention were: 
Mrs. H. Brammeier — Chairman, Mrs. 
R. Stewart — Vice-Chairman, Mrs. M. 
Crede — Secretary, Mrs. B. Bruer — 
Treasurer, Mrs. E. Court, Mrs. J. 
Crawley and Mrs. M. McKay — Com- 
mittee Members. 


WORSHIP SEMINAR 

Organists, pastors and_ interested 
members gathered at St. Pauls in 
Borehamwood for a Worship Seminar 
on May 18th, at the invitation of the 
ELCE Worship Committee. 


Three sessions included The Revd. 
Elmore Leske, former Preceptor of 
Westfield House, Cambridge, and now 
on the staff of Lutheran Teachers’ 
College, North Adelaide, Australia, 
who in his usual enthusiastic manner, 
spoke of the meaning and importance of 
various parts of the Lutheran Service of 
Holy Communion; Mr. Hal Rutz of 
Concordia College, Austin, Texas, 
U.S.A., gave valuable advice to organ- 
ists on how to introduce and play hymns 
for congregational singing; Tutor Glen 
Zweck of Westfield House spoke of the 
Liturgy as used in the Lutheran Church 
of Australia, and led participants in the 
seminar in a practice session. 


At the seminar the Worship Committee 
announced that the Ladies’ Aid of St. 
Pauls Lutheran Church, New Boston, 


Michigan, U.S.A., had given the British 


and Foreign Bible Society £351 for 
Bibles to be given to ELCE congre- 
gations. The Worship Committee 
suggested the money be used to supply 
Gospels which could be given to people 
visited in connection with Dialogue 
Evangelism, or to supply Bibles to any 
congregation in need of Bibles. 
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BUDGET CONFERENCE 

Meeting at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, Coventry, on Saturday, 8 June, 
all congregations were represented at 
the first Budget Conference to be held 
after completion of the 30-year ELCE 
Master Plan. Stating this, The Revd. 
A. E. Rakow, ELCE Chairman, added 
that there are difficult decisions to be 
made. Shall we depend on others out- 
side the ELCE to continue to support us 
financially? Shall we labour on on our 
own, which may prove to be an unbear- 
able burden? He referred to the joy of 
carrying the load, because we have been 
richly blessed in Christ. Quoting St. Paul 
in 2 Cor. 8 ‘‘Our desire is not that others 
might be relieved while you are hard 
pressed, but that there might be equality” 
(13), he spoke of the Macedonian 
Churches who had first given themselves 
to the Lord and then taken part in the 
collection for the relief of Christians in 
Jerusalem, ending with St. Paul’s words 
“For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, so 
that you through his poverty might 
become rich” (9). 


A considerable amount of time was 
given to the problem of the increasing 
annual deficit. Because it was not pos- 
sible to find a solution, it was agreed that 
delegates should encourage discussion 
in local congregations, and come to 
Synod in September where a decision 
would have to be reached on how our 
financial obligations over the coming 
years can be met. 


Two resolutions from the Executive 
Council were considered and adopted. 


The first has to do with financial arrange- 
ments regarding the ELCE Chairman, 
“that the ELCE pay 33% of The Revd. 
A. E. Rakow’s Salary, National Insur- 
ance and Pension Contributions, thus 
acknowledging the time he spends, on 
average, dealing with his responsibilities 
as Chairman of the ELCE.”’ 

The second deals with matters relating 

to parsonages and pastors’ benefits that 

require clarification. “‘Be it resolved 
that 

1. Holiday entitlement be four weeks 
per annum, to include four Sundays. 
During furlough years of pastors 
from overseas, holiday entitlement 
should be seen as part of the furlough 
period. 

2. A resettlement grant be made to a 
pastor when he accepts a Call. The 
amount of the grant should be equal 
to 3% of the gross salary in the 11th 
to 20th years’ salary range and 
would be the responsibility of the 
calling congregation. 

3. Parsonage floor coverings should be 
reviewed periodically by congre- 
gations, with a view to ensuring that 
the parsonage has adequate wood, 
(that is, other than bare boards), tile, 
lino or carpet covering. Carpet 
should normally be provided in the 
lounge area, the entrance hall and on 
the'stairs. A congregation should not 
be expected to change the carpeting 
at the beginning of a pastorate, 
unless it is excessively worn. 

4. Parsonage repairs, alterations and 
internal and external decorations 
should normally be the responsibility 
of the congregation, with the option 
to the pastor to provide some of the 
labour if he wishes to do so. 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Ethel Gillam, from Mr. and 
Mrs. D. Parkin, to the Church Extension Fund £30. 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Fred Davies, from Miss M. 
Gutbrod and Mrs. P. Thoelke, Mrs. M. Launer and family, and Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Flemming, to the Church Extension Fund £40. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. E. Geo. Pearce, from The Revd. 
A. Scharlach and The Revd. and Mrs. Leske, to the Church Extension Fund, 
£15.50 (total to date: £2,878.24). 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Miss Charlotte Lawton, The Revd. 
and Mrs. Leske, to the Church Extension Fund £5.50 (total to date: £1,830.96). 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
1st February to 31st May 1985 


1985 
Congregation Loans Donations Totals Target 
Kentish Town £ 182 £1,168 £1,350 £ 2,000 
Tottenham 213 11 224 650 
Ruislip 133 126 259 2,800 
Sunderland 245 12 257 700 
Petts Wood 752 20 Tip? 2,000 
Borehamwood 150 2 152 500 
Cardiff 140 — 140 700 
Cambridge 325 2 327 1,700 
Harlow 195 — 195 1,400 
Plymouth 195 25 220 750 
East Kilbride 4 — 4 300 
Coventry — _ — 150 
Sheffield 184 — 184 750 
Liverpool 236 17 253 1,000 
Sunbury 115 37 152 1,000 
Fareham 123 9 132 1,200 
Polish 47 — 47 — 
Others 522 — 522 — 
Totals: £3,761 £1,429 £5,190 £17,600 


TWENTY YEARS AGO (May—August 1965) 


“St. Andrew the Fisher of Men” mural unveiled at the close of Synod 1965. A gift from the Edwin 
Austin Memorial Trust, which is for the preservation of mural art in churches, the mural depicts 
St. Andrew, who was called from his fishing by Christ to become a fisher of men, and shows him 
with a symbolic net — representing the preaching of God’s Word — drawing people from every 
walk of life into the fellowship of the church. A separate panel shows the loaves and fishes 
which were drawn to Christ's attention by St. Andrew, and which were then used to feed the 
5,000 . . . Groundbreaking for the new ship-shape Church for St. Timothys, Sunderland, is the 
fourth to make use of the ELCE “silver spade” on Saturday 15 August . .. Concordia Publish- 
ing House Ltd. display at the World Book Fair at Earls Court attracts an estimated eight to ten 
thousand people. 


Thirteen members being “Evangelism in Depth” course once a week for six weeks at St. 
Davids, with emphasis on prayer, Scripture and seeking the power of the Holy Spirit. Prayed for 
full Church and next Sunday 117 in Morning Service ... Budget Conference at Holy Trinity, 
Tottenham, hears that ELCE expenditure tops £100,000 in 1974... Conference resolves to 
double lay participation... Dr. E. Geo. Pearce recovers from heart attack... Pastor W. P. 
Borgas, on a visit to the U.K., preaches at St. Pauls in Borehamwood, the congregation he | 
served 1956 to 1969... 75 children enroll in first Holiday Bible School at Fareham. . . Pastor 
Rakow installed August 3rd at Christ Church, Petts Wood... decision reached that ground- 

breaking for new Church at Resurrection, Cambridge, be held Sunday. 14 September. | 
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TEN YEARS AGO (May—August 1975) 
| 


“The New Birth of 
Christ Previewed”’ 


Psalm 87:5: “And of Zion it shall be said, 
This and that man was born in her; and the 
Highest Himself shall establish her.”’ 


W e haven’t much to be proud of, if we 
are really honest with ourselves. Even 
our best achievements are marred by imper- 
fection; even our highest honors are transient. 
“All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness 
thereof as the flower of the field,” the Prophet 
reflects. In future years our deeds will be 
forgotten and our name unknown. 

There is one thing, however, of which we 
can justly be proud. We have one claim to 
fame that will never pass into oblivion. That is 
our high dignity as children of God, as citizens 
of His kingdom, and members of His Church. 
That is honor by association. 

The Psalmist extols the Church of God, 
which he calls by the poetic name “Zion.” 
God has established it. It is glorious because it 
reflects His glory and brings its children to 
glory. 

Into this sacred fellowship we have been 
born. We can rejoice in that new spiritual 
birth, which is ours by His grace. We can 
point with pride to our spiritual birthplace. 
The Psalmist is speaking of us when he 
testifies: “Of Zion it shall be said, This and 
that man was born in her.”’ We are “this and 
that man.” 

All the credit for our new birth belongs to 
God. We are born into His family not by the 
will of man, but “‘by water and the Spirit.” 
Our religious life and growth is not a process 
of raising ourselves by our own spiritual boot- 
straps, but of yielding ourselves completely to 
the Spirit of God. 

New birth means new faith, new love, new 
hope, new life. Born anew, we have faith in 
Christ, whose atoning merits redeem us from 
our sin. Born anew we have Jove — love for 
God and our fellow men, that flows from His 
love for us. Born anew, we have hope, which 
enables us to look beyond the borders of time 
and to await the better joys of heaven. Born 
anew, we have life — life that is derived from 
God, that is directed toward God, and that 
finds its consummation in God. 

That God has revealed Himself in His Son, 
Jesus Christ. He has established Zion, the 
communion of His saints. Into that elect 
fellowship we have been called. 


February 2, 1954 THOMAS COATES 
from Lutheran Witness 


What’s the 
Answer? 


Question: Do you actually mean to say the 
Bible tells us clearly that it and it alone 
contains and offers to us all that is necessary 
for salvation, and that through the Bible and 
nothing else a man can be saved? 


Answer: Your challenge will have to be 
answered with a definite yes. The Bible, 
which contains and offers all that is necessary 
for our salvation, is the only source of saving 
knowledge. 

In the physical realm, man, by virtue of his 
God-given endowments, is able to make truly 
marvellous discoveries and inventions. We 
have been especially privileged to witness 
many advances of scientific research. 

In the moral and ethical realm, men like 
Plato, Aristotle, Socrates, Seneca, Cicero 
and other have been able — by virtue of the 
Law of God written in man’s heart at creation 
and preserved in a measure to this day — to 
devise a notable set of principles of man-to- 
man behaviour and thus to contribute, to a 
certain extent, toward a better standard of 
human relationships. 

But no man living has ever been able to 
pierce the veil of mystery and to discover the 
identity of the true God and the one and only 
way of salvation through Jesus Christ. (John 
1:18, 1 Cor. 1:21; 2:8-14). 

That we now know and worship the Triune 
God and believe in the God-Man Jesus Christ 
as our Saviour from sin, is due to God’s 
revelation alone, given directly before the 
time of Moses, and in the written Word from 
that time forward. Through the Bible God 
gives us the light and power we need to 
believe and be saved by faith. (Luke 16:29; 
Rom. 16 25 Cor, 4:62) Tims S815) 2 
Peter 1:19). 

Without the Holy Scriptures, people have 
no hope and are without God. Therefore 
Christ commands His Gospel to be preached 
to every creature. (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 
16:15). 


February 25, 1958 
O. E. Sohn, in Lutheran Witness 
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Master Plan Conference ~ 
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Pulpit debut 


SUNDAY will mark an important first for 22- 
year old ANDREW NORRIS who will make his 
debut as a preacher at St David Lutheran Church, 
Fairwater, Cardiff. 

Andrew entered Westfield Fie: Cambridge, 
two years ago to prepare for the ministry and has 
done exceptionally well in his studies — encour- 
aged and supported by former schoolmates of 
Cantonian High School and friends at St David 
Lutheran Church. 

Before taking up his studies, Andrew, eldest 
son of MR AND MRS W NORRIS of Fairwater, 
worked for a publishing house in Leicestershire. 

On Sunday the Preceptor of Westfield House, 
REV RONALD FEUERHAHN (formerly a 
pastor in Cardiff) will present Andrew to the 
Church in Britain to deliver his first sermon at the 
11 am service. 


Friday 26 April 1985 
from South Wales Echo 
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